Hello fellow CPCUs!  It’s hard to believe it is March already!  

I really love March for several reasons:

· Spring is right around the corner – it still may not seem like it yet, but the light is at the end of the tunnel. 

· March is my birth month - although as the years go by, I’m starting to wonder if this is such a favorite thing or not?

· “March Madness”!? – Honestly, I’m not all that mad about college basketball – but I understand why it makes March a favorite month for many others!
And… 

· It’s ethics Month for the CPCU Society!

What I really like about focusing on ethics as an ongoing annual event is that it reminds us that we are never finished with increasing our education and commitment to ethics.  While we may think we are up to speed on ethics, new situations continually arise from our society and through advancing technology.  It’s also a good opportunity to reflect on our own personal ethics and whether our lives truly reflect our ethical code.
From our March monthly meeting last week, I wrote down a quote from Jim Britt, our speaker and president of the CPCU Society, 

“Being legal is knowing what you can and cannot do.  Being ethical is knowing what you should and should not do.”

Laws change rapidly.  Being ignorant of the law is not an excuse for law violations.  We need to be deliberate about staying informed about the changing laws in our society and understand the implications.  
The same applies to ethics.  Ethical dilemmas are not the same as they were 30 years ago!

While the foundation of our ethics should not change, new ethical situations arise that we must incorporate in our ethical code. 
In addition, taking this opportunity to examine our personal ethical conscience is an important activity, which ideally we do more than once a year.  But at least annually, it is critical to take stock of where we are, and if we need to, re-adjust any actions or situations that are leading us to stray from our ideal ethical state.

Many of us adhere to a code of conduct and are required to re-educate ourselves and re-commit to ourselves to what that entails on an annual basis.  This is a reminder that we should not take ethics lightly.  Not only our jobs but also our reputations depend on it.

I hope you all enjoy the upcoming spring and the college basketball games.  (I enjoyed my birthday already!)   I also hope you take a few moments this month to reflect on ethics – these thoughts will serve as your ethical compass all year long!     
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